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President’s Message 
When I was a young child, my brother’s collected baseball cards. They played a game with their friends called 
“Got ‘em, Need ‘em” where they would flip through their stack of cards and trade based on the “got ‘em, need 
‘em” mode of commerce. This report highlights our “Got ‘ems and Need ‘ems” for the first six months of my 
presidency. Please read each committee’s report for specific details.  

Got ‘ems Need ‘ems 
 

� � �� �� � � �	 
 � � � � � 
 � �� �  � � � � �	 
 �� � �  back from 
sabbatical, leading services; teaching from her sabbatical 
experiences; providing pastoral counseling; educating 
adults and youth; doing a myriad of functions that most of 
us do not even know! � � � � �	 � � �� � , rabbinic intern, 
leading, teaching, supporting with our gratitude 
 

It’s an open door-let us know what you want to 
have as part of your spiritual, religious and 
educational experiences as a Reconstructionist 
Jew. 

� � � � � � 
 � �� : 190 member households and counting! The 
dynamic duo of � � � 	 � � � � � �  and � � ��� 	 � � � �� � 
 �

 � � �� � ! 

Participation by everyone in our community: 
attending services; cooking for a pot luck or 
homeless shelter meal; taking adult education 
classes; joining a committee; lending a hand or 
hammer in our facility; you have a skill-we’ ll find 
a spot for you! 
 

� � � � � � 	 � � � � � �: Highly trained and dedicated staff, led 
by � � �� � � 	 � � � � � �  worth her weight in latkes, and an 
Education Committee guiding and supporting the programs 
with the quiet leadership of � � � � � � 	  �� � � � !  
 

New desks and chairs for our students; 
participation by all families; payment of tuition; 
support for school fundraisers; attendance and 
support of school functions even if you don’ t 
have kids! 

� � ��" �� � 
 	 #� � � � �� � 
 	 � � � � �� � � � : those 3 words speak 
volumes! Amazingly moving High Holiday Services with 
our Rabbi, � � � � � � 	 $ � ��� � 	 � � �� %� � , and member 
participation; 
 � � � � 	 
 � � 	 &�� � � � � �  and � � � � � 	
' �( ( � � � , wow, wow and wow! 
 

Lay leadership for congregant led services; 
additional prayer books and chumash; attendance 
at services and all the spiritual and religious 
offerings 

� � � �� �	 ) � � �� � �  
 � � �
 	 * � �� � �� �  and committee leading, 
reading, cooking, collecting, honoring, supporting, tikkun 
olam-ing….  
 

Increased membership on the committee to 
support and continue all of the good works 

President’s Message continued on page 2 
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Got ‘ems Need ‘ems 
 

� � � � � � " �� 	 #�� � � �� " �  � �� � � � �	 * �
 � +� �  and crew 
setting priorities and planning for now and our future 

Funding for our Safety and Accessibility Plan to 
improve the driveway, parking lot, landscaping, 
lighting, and more! 
 

� � � � �� �	 � � � � � 
 �  Wildly successful and FUN indoor flea 
market from which $ � � � � 	 � � ���� �  is still recovering! 
$ � � � 	 
 � ( ( � � �  leading the way for increased fun and fund 
raising. , � � � � � � 	 , � � � � � 	 � � � +� � � -
  social events 
calendar including Progressive Dinner and Fireside Concert 
on the horizon  
 

Your ideas for fundraising; hosts for the 
Progressive dinner; musicians for the fireside 
concert; participation in all of our events 

* � � ���� �� 
 � 	 $ � 
 � 	 . � � � � 
 � � / A warm or cool, stable 
building; newly painted and decorated hallway; the Design 
Review Committee chaired by � � � � � 	 &� � ���  and 
 �� � �� 	
� � ( ( � �  with more improvements to come!  � �� � 	 � � 
 � � �  
our new custodian; Technology fitting of the 21st century 
thanks to � � � � � 	 #�� � � . 
 

Improvements to plumbing and lighting; painters, 
plasterers, shovelers, cleaners, rakers, or anyone 
who knows the right end of a hammer or plunger. 

* �� � � � � 
 �   � � � � 	 0 � 
 � ��  bringing our financial picture 
into focus; a long overdue audit; a part-time bookkeeper; 
, � � � �� 	 &�� � + writing those checks; and $ � � � � 	 � � � � ( (  
supervising the Capital Campaign funds 
 

Timely payment of dues and tuition by all 
members or arrangements made for abatements; 
Capital campaign donations 

� � � � � ��	 � ( 	 #� 
 � 	 #� � 
 �� � � � 
 �  led by immediate past 
President, $ � � � 	 1 � � � � 
 � �� � -reviewing and updating our 
policies and procedures; selecting a slate of new Board 
members; and patiently answering all of my questions 
 

Their continued insights and “ institutional 
memories”  to guide our community 

) � � �� �
 � � � � � � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � �  � � %� � � � 	 , � � �
  and 
) � �� � � 	 &� � %-words that bring smiles to our faces as they 
do incredible jobs each and every day 
 

Cloning 

, � �� � 	 � � � �� 	 our participation in this region-wide 
community of synagogues that support each other and 
bring increased awareness of the Jewish community. 
Gratitude to � �� � � � � � 	 � +� ��  for being our liaison 

Participation in all events from blood drives to 
youth programs to community events 

$ � * �  Our own $ � � � � 	 � � ���� �  honors us with her 
participation and service as Regional President 

Come to Torah and Chocolate and the Evening of 
Celebration 

 

I am sure there is more to add to this list and I apologize for any oversights. It continues to be a humbling 
experience to be the President of this amazing community. Shalom, Lynn Cashell 

President’s Message continued from page 1 
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Rabbi’s Message 
. � �� � � �� " 	 2 � � 	 3 � � � 
 � 	 ) � � �� 
 � 	 	 4� � �� �� " 	 ) ��	 � � � � � � 
 	 ' � 	 ) � � � � � 	 � � � � 	 &� � 	 � � � 	 &� � 	 � �� %� � � 	

Every member and guest is welcome to attend Shabbat services.  So why issue a special invitation for Shabbat 
mornings when there is a Bar or Bat Mitzvah?   Shabbat mornings at Beth Israel are a time to gather with 
community, to have some time for prayer and introspection, to learn Torah, to reflect on what matters in life, 
and, to quote the writer Alice Walker, “ to share God”.  (as presence, or process, or spirit, or goodness…..)  This 
is so whether or not there is a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.  

This year, eighteen of our Shabbat morning services include a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.   Although I conduct the 
services, often with the Bar/Bat Mitzvah student, members of the community participate in several important 
ways.   The BIMAS, one of our musical groups, often play before, during and after the service; other members 
chant Torah; a different member always leads a portion of the service (generally the Amidah);  a community 
member always presents the congregation’s gift to the student; members assist at the Bima – supporting Torah 
readers and those who have honors; and two aliyot are always reserved for members.   

There is one other important role for all BI members who attend on the Shabbat of a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.  When 
our young people reach this stage in their lives, they become adults in the eyes of the community.  Most of our 
students have spent a year or more preparing with a tutor, in addition to years of study in Hebrew school.  The 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah is a milestone in the life of the individual and the family.  The role of the community is to 
be present for the child and for the family – whether or not you have ever met them! 

Consider this:  It is a mitzvah to go to a house of mourning – to a shiva – even if you do not know the mourners.  
In Judaism, we show up to demonstrate support.    Similarly, when a child and family reach this joyous moment 
in life, it is a great deed to join with the community and to share the Shabbat simcha.  I have thought about 
asking the members of the community to rise, along with the family, for the blessing that celebrates the arrival 
of this moment.  While the family is celebrating a once in a lifetime event, the community is celebrating the 
addition of a new adult member – one who has come of age and has worked hard to learn from the riches of 
Judaism.  This is worth celebrating. 

I encourage all members to join our little subset of the worldwide Jewish community that goes to synagogue on 
Shabbat morning, every Shabbat.    With this letter, I specifically invite you to make a point of attending when 
there is a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.  L’Shalom, Rabbi Linda 

Donations-, � � � � � � � 	   

1 � �� � � 	 &� � +	
To:  Daniel Barnes 
Mazel Tov on becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
From:  Rabbi Linda 
 
To:  Stan Saft 
Hope things keep rolling along! 
Much love:  Marilyn and Mel 
 
To:  Lorraine Gross 
With blessings and wishes for a speedy recovery 
Rabbi Linda 
 
To:  Keith Mason   
In memory of your uncle, Henry Mason 
From:  Rabbi Linda 
 
	

� � ��� � � 	 0 � 
 � � � � � 	 * � � � 	
From:  Reisa Mukamal and Steven Arnold 
 
' � � 	 #� � � � � � � � +	 * � � � 	
To:  Randy Tiffany 
In memory of your father, Dr. Frank Tiffany 
From:  The Blechner/Pragman Family 
 
� � � � �-
 	 , �
 � � � � �� � � � � 	 * � � � 	
Donation from:  Ralph Zarefsy and Carole L. Meyers 
 
� � %� �	 ' � � 	 ( � � � 	 � � � 	 � � � " � � " � � �� � 	 ' � � 	
Daniel Barnes on becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
 
� � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 ' � � 	
Libbie Soffer 
Lorraine Gross 
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Yahrzeit & Plaque List – Kislev/Tevet – 5766 - December 2005 
Yahrzeits 

� � � � � � 	 4� 	 � � � � � � 	 2 ( 	 � � � � � � 5� � " ��
 � 	 , � � � 	 � � � � " � " � � 	
2 � 
 � � � � � � � 	

� � � �� �� � 	 
 � � � 
 � �� � � � � ��� ��� � � � � � �� ��� � � � � � � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �� � � � � ��� � � � � ��� �
� � � � �� �� � � � � �� ��  � � � � � �� �� � � � ��� � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �! � � � � ��" � � � � ��� �
� � �� � � �#�� � � � �$� � � � �� %� � 	 � � � � � �� ��� � � � � � %� 	 � � � � �� �� � �&� � � � ��' � � � � ��� �
#� � � � �( � � � �� ) � �� %� 	 � � �( %� � � � � �� ��� � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �' � � � � ��* � � � � ��� �
� � ++��, � ���, ��� ) � � � � � �� %- 	 �� �, � �� �� ��� %� 	 � � � � �� �� � �' � � � � ��* � � � � ��� �
� � � � � � � �� � �� � 	 � . �� � � �� �� � �� � 	 ��� � � � � � � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �/ / � � � � ��/ � � � � � ��/ 0�
1 � �� � �� � 	 � � 	 � � � � . �$� � �� ) %�� �� ) ��� � � � � � %� 	 � � � � �� �� � �/ / � � � � ��/ � � � � � ��/ 0�
� � � � �� ) �� � � �� %	 � �� %� � - 	 �� ) �� � ��� � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �/ " � � � � ��/ &� � � � ��/ 0�
� � � �2� � � � ��� � �� %	 � �� %� � - 	 �� ) �� � ��� � � � � � � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �/ " � � � � ��/ &� � � � ��/ 0�
� � � �� �� � 	 
 � � � 
 � �� %��� � 	 
 � � � 
 ��� � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �/ &� � � � ��/ ' � � � � ��/ ' �
� %� � � �� %� %� � � . �� � � � � ��3 � �
 � � ��� � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �/ ' � � � � ��/ * � � � � ��/ ' �
( � � � %� �4%	 � � � . �� � � %+�4%	 � � ��� � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �/ * � � � � ��/ 5� � � � ��/ ' �
� �� 	 � � � �� � � � � � � � �6� � � �� � � � � � � ��� %� 	 � � � � �� �� � �/ 5� � � � ��� 0� � � � ��/ ' �
� �� � �� ) %+� �%� � � �1 � � +� � � �� � - �� � ��� � � 	 � � � � �� �� � �� / � � � � ��� � � � � � ��/ ' �
( � �� � �� � � � � ��� �7 � � � �� � � � � ����+� %� 	 � � � � �� �� � �� � � � � � ��� ! � � � � ��� ! �
� %+� � � �� � %� � � �6��
 � +� � 	 �� � %� � ��� %� 	 � � � � �� �� � �� " � � � � ��� &� � � � ��� ! �
� � � � �� � � �� � ���� � � �� �� �� � �� 	 ��� � �� � � �8 �� � � � %� � � �� �� � �� ' � � � � ��� * � � � � ��� ! �
� � �� � �( � ) � � � . �$� � � � �4� � � ��� %� 	 � � � � �� �� � �� * � � � � ��� 5� � � � ��� ! �
� %� �� �, � � � � � � �7 � � � �� �� 	 � � � %� ��� %� 	 � � � � �� �� � �� 5� � � � ��� 0� � � � ��� ! �
7 �� �� � �� �� �� � � �� � � � �� � � � ��� � � � � � %� 	 � � � 9 � � � � �� � � � � ��� � � � � ��� / �
7 � � ��� � �� � � ) �� � . �2� � � � � �: �� 	 � � � � ��� %� 	 � � � 9 � � � � �� � � � � ��� � � � � ��� / �
� � +%� � 	 �6� �� � �6�� �� �7 � � � � � ��� � � � � � %� 	 � � � 9 � � � � �! � � � � ��! � � � � ��� / �
� � +%� � 	 �6� �� � �� � � � � ��� ��6� �� ��� � � 	 � � � 9 � � � � �" � � � � ��" � � � � ��� / �

An asterisk (©*©) indicates that a plaque exists at BI for the deceased. 
"Hebrew/English Date" refers to date of death as it falls on this year’s calendar. 
"Synagogue Observance" is the synagogue observance date, the Saturday PRIOR to the Hebrew date of death as it falls on this year©s 
calendar 

Plaque List  

4� 	 � � � � � � 	 2 ( 	 � � � � � � 5� � " ��
 � 	 , � � � 	 � � � � " � " � � 	
2 � 
 � � � � � � � 	

� � � �� �� � � � � � � � �� �� � �� � � � � ��� � � � � ��� �
� � � � � ��: �- � � � � � �� �� � �� � � � � ��! � � � � ��� �
: � � 	 �: � � �� � � �� �� � �&� � � � ��' � � � � ��� �
; ��� � �� �� � � 	 %� � � � �� �� � �' � � � � ��* � � � � ��� �
� � � �� �� ��3 � �� � � � �� �� � �/ � � � � � ��/ � � � � � ��/ 0�
( � �� � �� � � 
 � � �� �� � �/ � � � � � ��/ ! � � � � ��/ 0�
4� � � � �� %� 	 +� � � � � �� �� � �/ � � � � � ��/ ! � � � � ��/ 0�
� %� �� �� � +� � � � �� �� � �/ ! � � � � ��/ " � � � � ��/ 0�
$� � �� � �1 � � � �� �( � � � � %
 � � �� �� � �/ " � � � � ��/ &� � � � ��/ 0�
( � � <� � �� �, %�� +� � � � � �� �� � �/ * � � � � ��/ 5� � � � ��/ ' �
� %� %� 	 � �3 � � � � � � � � � � �� �� � �� � � � � � ��� � � � � � ��/ ' �
� � +� � �� ��3 %�) %� � � �� �� � �� � � � � � ��� � � � � � ��/ ' �
7 � � � �1 � � %�� �= � +�� � %� � � � �� �� � �� ' � � � � ��� * � � � � ��� ! �
6� � 	 � � �� �� 	 � 9 � � � � �! � � � � ��! � � � � ��� / �

The "Plaque List" includes those deceased for whom a plaque exists, but for whom there are no longer any BI congregants to notify. 
 

Something To Kvell About: 
As a result of the support and tireless efforts of Jewish Children and Family Services, my beloved husband, 
David, has recently become a "Big Brother©" to a wonderful boy who resides in Northeast Philadelphia. I want 
to wish them many years of joyous, satisfying experiences together as their relationship continues to develop 
and grow! With Love, Deborah Dymond Markman 
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Congregational Meeting Reports
RPC Repor t 
During the past 6 months, the Religious Practices 
Committee has continued work on the immediate 
practical concerns as well as the long term direction of 
our ritual life as a community. Naturally the High 
Holidays dominate the summer and fall, and we feel 
that the holidays were a success from an organizational 
and spiritual perspective. One of our main goals is to 
allow as many members of the congregation as possible 
to participate in services. A dedicated group (� � �� � 	
� ���� � � � ) � � �� � � , ) ��� � 	 * � �� � � � , ) ��
 � � 	
� � � � +� � , � � � � � 	 � � � � � ��, � � � � � 	 #� �� %� � �  and 
1 �� � �� 	 � � � �� � � �� %) attempted to reach every member 
of the congregation to offer a role at services. Many 
individuals read Torah, Haftarah, Hebrew and English 
prayers and offered kavanot. An innovation occurred 
this year as lay leaders ($ � � � � 	 � � � � ( (  and 
 � � � � 	

 � � 	 &�� � � � � � ) lead the opening sections of the 
morning services before our wonderful Hazzan, $ � ��� � 	
� � �� %� � , began. We were moved by the musical 
contributions of the BIMAS, &� %%	 . � � � � 
 � � � , and 
$ � � � �  and � � � 	 � � � � ( ( . � � 
 � � 	 � � � � � 
  gave an 
inspiring d’var Torah on the binding of Isaac.  � � �� 	
� �� �� � , � �� � 	 &�� � +, � �� � � � � 	 � +� �� , ) � � � 	
1 � �( ( �� �  and $ � � � 	 
 � ( ( � � �  led special sections of 
the services. � � � 	 
 � � �� �  and $ � 
 � 	 . � � � � 
 � � �  
organized the practical aspects of getting us into and 
out of the building safely and they were assisted by 
many volunteers. A number of members, especially the 
teenagers, helped with children’s services and activities, 
including � � �� � 	 ' �( ( � � �  and &� � � � 	 � � � �� � � +�
� � �� �  who organized the babysitters and � � � � �	
� � 
 +�� 	 3 � 
 �  who provided crafts projects. Always 
working behind the scenes, 
 � � � �	 � � � 
 +�  was 
responsible for many of the delectable morsels we 
consumed. We are grateful to all who participated 
either in a visible way or by coming and participating in 
our communal search for meaning in our lives. 

In November we consider how we might improve the 
High Holiday experience and look for ways to fine tune 
what is generally a fulfilling process. We also continue 
the work of strengthening our lay service leadership, 
planning for the winter and spring holidays, considering 

the role of Haftarah in regular Shabbat services, and 
collaborating with the adult education committee. As 
always, we welcome your input and participation in 
the spiritual process of the synagogue. Randy 
Tiffany, Laura Lee Blechner, RPC Co Chairs 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
Work on the strategic plan continues to progress.  
Most recently, the Strategic Planning Committee 
(“SPC”) has reformulated the issues of concern 
identified during previous meetings into strategic 
goals. The committee then prioritized these goals.  At 
this point we will ask for your feedback at the 
December Congregation meeting.   

The five most important goals are: 
1. Update the building master plan (as expressed in 

the 1999 booklet) 
a. Assemble and document building needs of all 

members and constituencies. 
b. Continue to explore revenue-producing use of 

our building. 
c. Continue to explore congregational and 

member’s need for use of space. 
d. Find ways to ensure that the building helps to 

attract members and reflect our energy. 
2. Create a list of financial (spending) priorities. 
3. Establish an endowment fund. 
4. Establish plan to systematically invite members to 

assume leadership roles. 
5. Define the rules for Capital expenses, proper use 

of Capital Campaign Funds, and what happens 
when it is depleted? 

Once the community’s feedback is incorporated, we 
will have identified the scope of our strategic goals.  
Where do we go from here?   

To realize any goal requires a plan.  While SPC does 
not intend to develop specific plans for every goal, we 
do believe that we would gain valuable experience 
and insight by incubating the first few plans 
ourselves.  This will help us work more effectively 
with the appropriate committees and leaders to help 
them craft strategic plans to realize the goals relevant 
to their areas of responsibility.   
Accordingly, the SPC has taken the top goal (Update 
the building master plan) and has begun this process:  
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$� � 	 � � � � � 	 is reviewing the previous building master 
plans to determine what’s been completed and what still 
remains to be done.  &� � � 	 � � � � �  and � � � � � � 	
#� �� %� � �  have put together a plan to solicit input for 
future building needs.   
The SPC is attempting to capture and articulate ‘what 
matters most’  to our community and to build plans 
accordingly.   Please share your thoughts with the SPC 
by contacting � �� � � � �	 * �
 � +� � .  

Membership Committee Repor t 
The Committee is currently working on a new, more 
attractive, and engaging information packet to send out 
in response to membership inquiries. It is hoped this 
project will be completed in early 2006.  

Our membership is currently about 190 households. We 
use the term “households” , as this count represents 
families, as well as single individuals. During the 2005 
calendar year, 12 households discontinued membership 
at Beth Israel for various reasons (a number of them 
moved out of the area), but on the positive side, 20 new 
households have joined, with two or three more 
currently in process. So it is with great joy we welcome 
the following individuals and families to our 
community:  

� � � � � � 	 � � � � � �	 � � � 	 ' �� � 	 
 � 	
) � � � 	 1 � �( ( �� � 	


 � � � � � � � 	 � � � 	 � � � �� � 	 � � � � � � � 
 � 	
) �� 
 
 � 	 � � � 	 � � � �
 � � � � � � 	 ' � � 
 � 	
, � � � � � � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � 	 1 � � � � � � 	

� �
 � 	 � +� � � �� ( ( 	

 � � � �� 	 � � � 	 � � � � 	  � � � 
 � 	
#� � �� 	 � � � 	 &� � � � 	 � � 
 � � �� 	
$ � ��� 	 � � � 	 1 �� � � 	 * � �� � � � 	
 � � � �� � � 	 � � � 	 ) �� � 	 * �� +	

$ � � +�� 	 
 � 
 
 � � 	 � � � 	 $ �� 	 0 � � 	 � � � � � 	
$ � � � � 	 � � � 	 $ �� 	 
 � � " 	

' � �
 � � 	 � � � 	 $ �� 	 � � 
 � � 	
3 � � � � 	 &� � �� � 	 � � � 	 � � � � �
 	 * � " � �	

, � � � � 	  �� 
 � � � � � 	
� ��%� � � � � 	  �� � � � 	

� � � � ��� 	 * � � � � � " 	 � � � 	 3 �� � 	 � � 
 � � " �� � 	

 � � � � 	 � � � 	 ' �� 	  � ��� � 	

� � � 6� � �� 	 � � +� �� ( ( 	
) � � 	 � � � 	 � � � � �� 	 &� � � � � 	

The committee consists of � � ��� 	 � � � �� � 
 	 
 � � �� �  &  
� � � 	 � � � � � �  co-chairs, & $ � � � � 	 � � ���� � , � � � ��� � 	
0 � � � �� 
 . 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Relations Committee 
The Beth Israel Public Relations Committee--$ � � � 	
1 � � � � 
 � �� �  and $ � ( ( 	 , � �� � � -- continued to promote 
the Beth Israel Yard Sale, placing ads and press releases 
in the News of Delaware County, the County Press and 
Daily Times newspapers. The committee also created 
and placed flyers for the fundraiser in local 
establishments, and put up banners on the front lawn at 
Beth Israel.  

In addition, the committee has placed event listings and 
calendar notices for BI events in the “Delco CHAI-
lites”  newsletter as well as getting the BI service 

schedule and event listings on the “Philadelphia 
Jewish Voice”  website.   

The committee is interested in helping to develop BI-
based news leads for local journalists to pursue, and is 
ready to consult with Beth Israel committees to better 
communicate their agendas. Please forward 
suggestions for articles or requests for public relations 
help to $ � � � 	 1 � � � � 
 � �� �  and $ � ( ( 	 , � �� � �  at their 
email addresses.   

Continued next column 

Membership Report cont’d 

Public Relations Report continued next column 

Public Relations report, cont’d 

Congregational Meeting Reports continued on Page 8 
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News from the Hebrew School 
Another busy month has passed, one of new and diverse 
learning experiences.     

The Mitzvah Mall:  
December 11th brought our fifth annual Mitzvah Mall, 
and what a success it was!  Mazel Tov and 
congratulations to all the students for a job well done.  
The Mitzvah Mall raised close to $13,500, a record 
amount, that will be distributed to the five important 
and diverse charitable organizations that we sponsored.  
Thank you to everyone who helped make this a most 
successful tzedakah experience.  Starting with the 
extraordinary help of � � � � � 	 � � � � � �� and � �� �� � 	
. � 
 � +� � � 
 �  our diligent “bankers” , and ending with 
Mark Rosenberg and our Vav/Zayin students.  Our 
unbelievable, hard working students did a wonderful 
job attending to each table, explaining the projects, and 
giving cards, dreidels, games and Chanukah gelt to our 
Beth Israel students, parents and congregants.  
Congratulations to � � � +	 � � 
 � � �� , an Aleph student, 
and $ � � � � 	 � �
 +�� , a Gimmel student, for winning the 
Jewish-themed stuffed animals at the raffle. The 
morning proved that everyone can make a difference – 
and enjoy doing it as well. 

Chanukah Perspectives: On December 18th, Rabbi Eli 
Strassberg of Chabad of Delaware County visited our 
first through fifth grade students.  He brought with him 
an olive press and showed our students the miracle of 
the olive oil.  Rabbi Strassberg brought to our children 
another unique perspective in looking at the meaning of 
Chanukah.   

Mechina: Congregants Jackie Feldman and Alisa 
Herman-Liu are the busy, fabulous Mechina teachers.  
They taught on December 11th and look forward to the 
next class on January 8th. Two new children were 
added to the class in December. We heartily welcome 
Gabriel Boyd and Leo Burman. Our Mechina 
curriculum introduces children to the Jewish holidays, 
Shabbat and the joys of being Jewish. 

Midrasha Bet: � � ++�� : �� � �  continued teaching our 
10th through 12th grade students in Midrasha Bet on 
December 18th. The class continues to focus on 
discussions of relevant topics for teens and always 
begins with a delicious bagel brunch. Our next 
Midrasha class will be for our 8th and 9th grade 
students (Midrasha Aleph) on January 22nd, 2006. 

Vav/Zayin Trip:  Our Vav/Zayin students went to 
New York on December 18th to visit the Tenement 
Museum, eat at Katz’s Deli and walk the Brooklyn 
Bridge. The trip was led by Mark Rosenberg, teacher 
extraordinaire! 

Klezmateens: This musical group, under the able 
direction of Rachel Lemisch, met on December 11th. 
The next rehearsal will be on January 29th. There is 
still room for new musicians to join! 

Education Committee Meeting:You are cordially 
invited to attend our next Education Committee 
meeting on Sunday January 8th from 10:00 to 12:00. 
We always welcome new members 

Other Events: Please mark your calendars for a 
&� � 51 �� � � �	 � �� � � �  at 7� 88#�  and a 9� � � " 	
* � � ��� 	 � � � � �� �  at 7� : ; #�  on * � �� � � 	 � � � � �� " � 	
$ � � � � � � 	 <8� �  and a , � �� � 	 � �� 
 
 	 � � � � � � �  and 
lunch on $� � � � � � 	 <=
 � ! 	 Please note that there will 
be � � 	 
 � � � � � on � � � � �� 	 
 � � � � � 	  �� " 	 . � � +� � � � 	
$ � � � � � � 	 =: � �  and =; � � . B’shalom, Helene 

Financial VP Report 
It’s been a busy time since we began our current 
fiscal year on July 1, 2005. First, I’m pleased to 
announce that we hired a bookkeeper, � � � � � � � �� 	
) � � 
 � � 
 �� , in October, and she’s doing a wonderful 
job of getting our financial house in order – and 
setting up systems to keep it that way!  The other big 
project underway is our 2005 audit. The audit is 
moving forward, although at a slower pace than we 
would like.  Some of you may have received letters 
asking you to confirm any amounts you had 
outstanding for the Capital Campaign as of June 30, 
2005.  If you received one of these letters, please 
complete and mail it to our auditor, Cele Blumenthal, 
in the envelope provided.  Assuming this process goes 
smoothly, Cele expects to complete the audit by 
January 15, 2006.   

As a side note, we can probably start the process for 
refinancing BI’s mortgage at this time, but I need 
volunteer(s) to head up this process.  If anyone knows 
of someone with expertise in this area, as well as the 
time to contact several banks/mortgage brokers, 
please let me know. 

As of November 30, 2005, Beth Israel has collected 
more on dues and Hebrew School tuition than last 

Committee Reports continued from Page 6 

FVP Report continued on page 9 
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year. We still have 2005 dues and tuition 
outstanding. We still have 2nd billings outstanding, 
and will release a third billing in January for dues 
payments that will be due by February 15, 2006. 

We have raised less in Fundraising Income this year 
vs. last, but that will change with the 12/31/05 
statements, when we will show the receipts for this 
year’s Yard Sale.  We’ve collected less in High 
Holiday pledges this year vs. last year, but the High 
Holidays were later this year, so the bills went out 
later.  We expect to collect more this year than last 
year and more than we budgeted. 

Our Board Expenses are less than last year, mostly 
due to miscellaneous expenses for the rabbi which 
were paid last year that will not be duplicated this 
year.  We have paid less in aggregate for teachers’  
salaries so far this year, so our Education Expenses 
are lower than last year’s.  We’ve spent more on 
building maintenance, electricity and oil heat this 
year than last (not unexpected), but overall, our 
Facilities Expenses are only slightly higher than 
where we were last year at this time.  RPC 
Expenses were higher than last year, mostly due to 
High Holiday expenses, which came in under 
budget (we budgeted more this year than last year).   

Note from the Editor: Due to the public nature of this 
Newsletter, I  have redacted actual financial results from this 
report. For more information, please contact the synagogue 
office for a copy of the complete FVP report. Thank you, JR 

Design Review Committee Repor t 
Our first major project this season was the overall 
improvement of the Beth Israel lobby. The 
following parts of the project were completed a few 
months back (with much appreciation once again 
for everyone©s work!): 

1. Prepping and painting the walls and trim 
2. 2.Re-framing several photos and re-

positioning and re-hanging all photos and 
the commemorative piece 

3. Removing the park benches and bringing in 
other (perhaps temporary) seating 

4. Moving/positioning book shelves 
5. Removing non-essential clutter 

Future lobby area improvements underway or 
planned: 

1. Updating and expanding the information 
center (priority project) 

2. Continuing the painting project into the 
adjacent hall  

3. Applying finishing touches for the coat rack 
area  

4. Framing and hanging historical building 
photos 

5. Re-hanging our old and lovely synagogue 
charter in the lobby 

6. New tallit racks 
7. Installation of new (brighter) lighting 

fixtures 

In reviewing the lobby and adjacent spaces, the 
Design Review Committee saw the need to tackle 
storage issues. We suggest some basic storage 
‘precepts’  and would like to help establish them in 
practice as well.  

1. Like items should be stored together (for 
instance, ritual objects, prayer books, and 
religious textiles should be stored together - 
but separately from hardware, cleaning 
equipment, etc.) 

2. Convenient, prime ‘ real estate’  should be 
used for ‘daily storage’  items and more 
remote storage spaces used for ‘deep 
storage’  items which require less frequent 
use. 

Our next focused effort will be to create an 
enhanced Information Center with room enough for 
all brochures and publicity. We plan improved 
lighting, re-positioning of cork boards, new 
literature racks, and finishing details. As soon as we 
find a date for a Paint-In Party, we’ ll let everyone 
know. (You’ re invited!) 

Thanks to � �� �� � 	 * � �� � � �  for being a such a 
mensch. Elaine noticed that some baseboard trim 
was missing in the hall near the lobby, got the ok, 
then came in and did the job herself. Yasher 
Ko’ach, Elaine. 

 

FVP Report continued from page 8 
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Onegs & Kiddushes Hosts - January 2006 
Friday, January 6 Bar Mitzvah of Daniel Barnes 

Shabbat dinner hosted by the Board of Directors 
Saturday, January 7 Bar Mitzvah of Daniel Barnes 
Friday, January 13 Beupre - Koosed family 

Don Lessem 
Saturday, January 14 Apter - Chen family 

Bachman - Seiden family 
Friday, January 20 Alouf family 

Amy Binder & John Greenstine 
Saturday, January 21 Lynn Clamage 

Dalet class potluck lunch 
Friday, January 27 Dworkin family 

Klothen family 
Saturday, January 28 Briselli family 

Ruth & Marvin Gottlieb 
Thank you and Yasher Koach to our hosting families!! Please contact 
 � � � � 	 
 � � 	 &�� � � � � �  (610-495-0611 or 
llblechner@verizon.net) if you would like to schedule a date to host an oneg or kiddush. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCOVERING JEWISH PRAYER:  AN INTRODUCTION  TO JOY AND 
MEANING 

with Rabbi Linda Potemken 
         Sunday, January 22nd,  10:00 - 11:00 

2%� � � 	 %� � � 
 	 %� 
 %� �� � ��) � � � %� � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � %� � � 	 � � � � 
 �� 	 � #� � � � � � � � � � �� � �� � 	 � � � � � � � � �� � � %� � � 	 � � � �� � � � �
>- � � � � � +%%) ?� � � � � � � � � � %� � � %� � � %� � � � � � �� � � �� #�� � � � � � � ��� %� � � � � ��� � � �� � � � ( � � 
 �� &/ 0@" &&@! &! " �� � %� � �� � � � - � � %� � � 	 �� �
� �� � � ���: � � � �� �� � � � �� � %- @�� � �� � � �� �� %�
 � �� %� � ��+� � ��� ��� �	 � �- � � ��� %�	 � � � �� � ��� � � �%� �	 %
 �� � � � �- � %- �� �� %��  - � � � ��
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DELAWARE GRATZ HOLDS GRAND 
OPEN HOUSE 

CONTACT: Marlene Milunsky, Director 
  Delaware Gratz Hebrew High School 
  101 Garden of Eden Road 
  Wilmington, DE  19803 
  (302) 478-8100 
  marlene@delawaregratz.org 
  gratz@delawaregratz.org 

Delaware Gratz Hebrew High School invites the 
community to a grand open house Sunday, January 22, 
1-3 p.m., in celebration of their move into newly 
renovated space in the Bernard and Ruth Siegel Jewish 
Community Center in Wilmington, Delaware. 

Four instructors in the school’s highly successful 
service learning programs will be honored:  Rosanne 
Griff Cabelli, Vivian Mamberg, Dianne Seidel and Ella 
Zukoff.  Vivian Mamberg coordinates the Mary 
Campbell Center program.  Rosanne Griff Cabelli, 
Dianne Seidel and Ella Zukoff co-teach the “Cook for a 
Friend”  program.  These two programs are among the 
most popular classes which Gratz offers.  Capital 
campaign donors who contributed in the name of 
Delaware Gratz will also be recognized. 

Guests at the open house will have the opportunity to 
tour the new Gratz wing, and to sample a bit of the 
Gratz experience.  The “Cook for a Friend”  team will 
serve their own home-made cookies and brownies, the 
“Book of Jonah” class will present a class skit, and 
Hebrew micro-calligrapy artwork created by students in 
the “Jewish Environment”  class will be displayed.   A 
brief student-made film featuring Gratz teachers and 
students will be available for viewing in one of the 
classrooms.   In addition, Idan Kligerman, Israeli 
shaliach (emissary) and Ari Goldberg, director of 
Jewish Community High School of Gratz College of 
Philadelphia will address the guests.     

Just prior to the open house, scholar-in-residence, 
Rabbi Moriah Hazani will teach an adult education 
session about body image from 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  
The class is entitled, “Body:  (In the Image of G-d)  
Imagination and Realism in the Rabbis’  World.”   Pre-
registration is requested. 

The course, and the open house are open to the 
community free of charge.  To register for the class, or 
for additional information about the open house, please 
contact the Delaware Gratz Hebrew High School office 

at (302)478-8100 or gratz@delawaregratz.org. From: 
Karen Moss, (302)478-4991, mossaz@ver izon.net 

ALBERT EINSTEIN ACADEMY 
HOLDS PARLOR MEETING 

CONTACT:  Karen Moss 
Admissions and Advancement 

Director 
Albert Einstein Academy 
101 Garden of Eden Road 
Wilmington, DE  19803 
(302) 478-5026, ext. 123 
karen.moss@aeacademy.org 

Parents of pre-school and elementary age children are 
invited to attend an informal Parlor Meeting in 
Wilmington on Monday evening, January 23, at 7 
p.m. at the home of Rabbi Michael and Elissa Beals.  
This information session will provide an opportunity 
to learn about the Brandywine Valley’s only Jewish 
Elementary Day School. The Albert Einstein 
Academy strives for excellence through a well-
rounded curriculum in both general and Jewish 
studies.  Our experienced faculty emphasizes 
mathematics, English, science, technology and social 
studies while enriching each child’s education with 
Jewish history, text, values and Hebrew language.  

The school draws students from throughout New 
Castle County, Delaware, as well as from many 
locations in nearby Pennsylvania.  Students 
participate in numerous activities, including:  inter-
school sports teams, drama, chess club, phys ed, 
computer lab, fine arts, music appreciation, band and 
chorus.  Einstein graduates are accepted into gifted 
and honors programs in both private and public 
schools.  We currently have alumni attending 
Wilmington Friends School, Tower Hill, the 
Haverford and Baldwin Schools, Akiba Academy, 
Charter School of Wilmington, the International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme, and 
numerous other schools in Delaware and 
Pennsylvania. 

Albert Einstein Academy is accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools, and is a 
constituent of the Jewish Federation of Delaware.  For 
more information about Albert Einstein Academy, or 
to receive an invitation, call Karen Moss, Director of 
Admissions and Advancement, at 302-478-5026 or 
visit us at www.aeacademy.org. 
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The Mid-Atlantic Region of the 
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation 

Presents the 8th Annual 

Havdalah, Engaging Classes, Delicious Desserts

 
Saturday, January 14th, 2006 

At The Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
Wyncote, PA

Doors open at 6:30pm with Havdalah at 6:45pm 

 
Admission is $18 in advance, $20 at the door 
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 To contr ibute your  favor ite chocolate recipe to our  new Torah and 
Chocolate cookbook, e-mail Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein, alazarus@jr f.org  
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The Mid-Atlantic Region of the 
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation 

Presents the 8th Annual 

Havdalah, Engaging Classes, Delicious Desserts

Saturday, January 14th, 2006 
At The Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 

Wyncote, PA

Doors open at 6:30pm with Havdalah at 6:45pm 
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 To contr ibute your  favor ite chocolate recipe to our  new Torah and 
Chocolate cookbook, e-mail Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein, alazarus@jr f.org  
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Entire Proposal 

High Holiday Vestment Donation Form 
You’ve seen the vestments, now. We hope you enjoyed them and that they’ re 
beauty helped enhance the spiritual experience. Matching Torah covers will be 
delivered next year which will complete this set. But they must be paid for. 
These vestments are being purchased entirely by private donations. A few very 
generous members have already contributed enough to pay for the curtain and 
podium covers. May we count on your support as well?  

 

Name: 

 

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip Code 

 

I (we) can contribute: $ 

I (we) will pay this as follows: 

 

 

Please complete this form and return it to Joyce Romoff, joyceromoff@comcast.net or drop it off in the 
Israelight box. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date!  
Come to the � � � 
 � � � 	 � � � � � � 	 � � � 	 , � �� � � � � 	 � � � � � � 	  � ��� �  on � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � 	 ==� 	 <887!  Valley 
Forge Scanticon Conference Center 1210 First Avenue King of Prussia, PA 19406 Havdallah at 7:45 pm $20 by February 20, 2006 
$25 at the door Don©t miss this evening of religious, educational, spiritual and social enlightenment! For more information, visit 
www.jewishphilly.org or call 610-578-9000. 

Detail of Torah Cover and Parochet (ark 
curtain) 



	 	 	 	

Page 16 of 16 

 

 
542 S. New Middletown Road 
Media, PA 19063-5422 
Tel: 610 566 4645 
Fax: 610 566 2240 
http://www.bethisraelmedia.org 
Israelight@bethisraelmedia.org 
 
President....................................................... Lynn Cashell 
Rabbi ........................................................... Linda Potemken 
Publishers .................................................... Joyce Romoff 
Proofreaders................................................. Selene Platt 
Contributions................................................ Arlene Benz 
Yahrzeits/Plaque List.................................... Suzanne Davis 
The Israelight is published on the first of each month. All 
submissions must be received by the editor by the 15th of the 
preceding month to guarantee inclusion. Articles may be submitted 
by mail to the synagogue office, or by e-mail 
Israelight@bethisraelmedia.org 
Next Issue: February 2006 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS - January 15, 2006 
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